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Faithfulness or
Relevance
The forecast is for rough seas and unfavorable winds. Weather favorable to the church is of the past. So claim the prophets and there is
evidence to support them.
Public opinion polls show that the influence of the church has drastically declined within the last decade and a half. The right of tax exemption for church related businesses and even church property itself is
being questioned; Bible reading and prayer have been removed from our
class rooms; laws supporting Christian practices and moral standards
such as Sunday observance and anti-gambling laws are being removed
from our statute books.
The secularism of our society goes on apace. The demands of our
public educational program both upon our financial resources and our
children's schedules increases. Our so called affluent economy requires
many a husband to supplement his income with an extra job and his
wife to find employment outside the home. All of this takes its toll of the
traditional religious pattern of our lives. The mobility of our population,
the long week ends, and extended vacations have a bearing upon the
traditional religious life in a congregation.
The young identify the church with the establishment and equate
it with the status quo. The church is seen as the citadel of white racism
by the blacks. Sunday morning at eleven o'clock is the most segregated
hour of the week so the accusation goes.
This is the sea and these are the winds. And on this sea the church
sails with a crew threatening to desert and herself confused as to her
course. Membership growth is down and even the membership itself
has decreased in some communions. Giving has declined. Sunday school
attendance is down. Five-day Vacation Bible Schools appease the conscience where we are unable to manage a ten-day and feel guilty to have
none at all.
Youth and ministers are leaving the church because the church is not
involved. Others withhold their giving because the church is too much
involved. The role of the local congregation and a parish oriented ministry is being questioned. Although we all live at some place we do
not live there for long. Our lives are no longer geographically oriented
as they once were. Our social life revolves around those with whom we
work or with the parents of our children's friends. This is especially
true in urban areas and increasingly so in rural communities.
As a denomination we have not escaped the events and trends of this
secular revolution. Nor will the years ahead be easier than those past.
Recently I had conversation with a seminary dean. His seminary
represents a small evangelical denomination similar in size and background to our own As we reviewed the temper of our times and its
impact upon the life of the church he said, "I believe that churches
like yours and mine are in a better position to minister in the days ahead
than the larger denominations."
Both of us could no doubt be accused of rationalization but I really
believe he is right. I believe that the Brethren in Christ are better
equipped by heritage and doctrine to sail the rough seas against unfavorable winds than is the Christian church in general. I believe this
for several reasons:
(Continued to inside back cover)

From the Editor

The " n e w l o o k " of this issue is a " b o n u s "
and not the new format of the VISITOR. A news
item which has been so close to us that w e
did not recognize its news value is that the
M a n a g e r of Evangel Press has a d d e d offset t o
our plant facilities—including camera, plate
maker a n d presses. The cover of this issue is
a result of this n e w facility. In fact w e are
indebted to our Manager a n d Publishing A g e n t ,
Erwin Thomas, f o r providing the cover on a
complimentary basis to honor the General
Conference Issue. The cover w a s designed by
Paul Hochstetler o f the Evangel Press staff.
Tradition has permitted the VISITOR t o
carry t h e Conference Sermon each year. So
the editor, typesetters, proof readers, a n d staff
members, w h o sneak a look at the copy, have
a preview o f w h a t is coming. Rev. Hoke has
served three terms in our mission program in
India a n d is w e l l qualified t o speak on the
theme of the Conference.
W e f o u n d the account of John Martin's
triumph over his handicap interesting, hearteni n g , a n d humbling. W e a l l o w e it to ourselves
to read it. In conversation w i t h his pastor, Rev.
Harvey Musser, I sensed a sincere appreciation
for M r . Martin's life a n d witness. A l t h o u g h he
is n o w living a n d w o r k i n g near Philadelphia
he maintains his membership at A n t r i m .
In t h e June 2 issue o f the VISITOR w e reproduced an invitation to t h e " O p e n i n g Ceremonies" of the n e w facilities a t Mtshabezi
Mission Hospital. Those o f us w h o " d i d not
make i f " can have a review o f the d a y b y
turning t o pages six a n d seven o f this issue.
There is a n e w w o r d in our vocabulary
these days. It is " W a l k a t h o n . " It is a means o f
total involvement in raising financial support
f o r a project. The Youth Page features a city
w i d e effort of evangelical y o u t h s — i n c l u d i n g
some from Brethren in Christ Churches. The
Church News section features the youth o f t h e
Frogmore Church in a successful f u n d drive.
The readers o f our Home Page w i l l be
pleased to learn that our page editor, Mrs.
W i l l i a m (Esther) Boyer, w a s selected Motherof-the-Year by the U p l a n d Congregation. She
serves as editor o f the page so does n o t d o
all the w r i t i n g f o r it. This month Lois Tidgewell
writes. To many of our readers she w o u l d be
better known as the daughter o f veteran relief
workers Norman a n d Eunice W i n g e r t .
(Continued on page twelve)

The Evangelical Visitor is published bi-weekly by Evangel Press, Nappanee, Indiana
46550. Entered as second-class mail at Nappanee, Indiana 46550.

Conference Sermon

Controlled by the Holy Spirit
William R. Hoke

Brother Moderator, delegates to the 99th General Conference and brothers and sisters in Christ.
We live in a different century, a different culture, and
have a different set of circumstances than those of the first
century Christians, yet there is a great similarity. We want
to think together on their methods and message in outreach
and see if they still apply for us today.
Twentieth century critics are saying that the church
isn't relevant. The message just does not meet our needs.
Their observation may be true, where the church has lost
her vital union with Christ, but never true when we truly
are grafted in the living vine. The first century began without a church, but as the new believers went from door to
door and literally gossiped the gospel, they related themselves to people with a many pointed religious culture.
They, who seemed so insignificant, were instrumental in
bringing about such a change that they were accused of
turning the world up side down.
What are we to say to the people of our day when they
propose that they can no longer find God in the church?
How are we to reach out to a society who has grave misgivings about the "establishment" of which the church, in
their minds, is very much a part?
Maybe we should begin by an honest admission that the
life, the influence, the vitality, the outreach, the meaning,
and the message of the church have all become blurred
in our generation. We may be able to receive help if we
in sincerity, look again at the record of those first century
Christians, and learn and apply these basic principles to
our twentieth century outreach.
I do not propose to give you a cut and dried formula,
or a method that will work under all circumstances, but
rather some guide lines that will lead in the right direction.
Could it be that we are hindered by holding too rigidly
to a traditional way of doing things? Does the method seem
to be as important as the message? We become exceedingly
ingrown when we try to proceed solely on the basis of
tradition. On the other hand, we can turn a good situation
into a seething set back if we follow change simply for the
sake of change alone.
I invite you to think with me concerning answers to
some veiy simple questions. Where did the early followers
of Jesus Christ go? Whom did they meet? Why did they
share their faith? What was their motivation? When did
they deem it appropriate to speak? What was the message
they presented? I further invite you to consider present day
applications of these discoveries in today's situations.
I find the followers of Jesus Christ going first to the
Upper Room in obedience to the command and promise of
their risen Lord. The Bible says, "These all continued to
Rev. Hoke is pastor of the Pleasant Hiil Congregation and a
member of the Board for Missions.
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give their persistent attention with absolute unanimity to
prayer, which was characterized by its definiteness of
purposes."
They left the Upper Room and the Bible says, "All
were controlled by the Holy Spirit." I believe that there is
no true reaching out and winning the world, until the individual is under the control of the Holy Spirit.
Many today have substituted other things for the control of the Holy Spirit. Some want to control by law, and
law alone. They have no place for the control of love and
the control of the Spirit. This is not feasible. Some have
come under the control of money. This is central to all
they do and say. This path is one of madness. All too many
are controlled by method. They propose that if they use the
right method they will obtain the desired results. As important as the right method may be, it can never be a substitute for being under the control of the Holy Spirit in
any outreach effort.
Leaving the Upper Room, under the control of the Holy
Spirit, where did these early Christians go? They went out to
contact people. Isolation was certainly not one of the
planks in their platform. They got on the job at Pentecost
and made full use of the opportunities at their doorsteps.
Jerusalem was filled with people. The Bible says, "And
there were in Jerusalem Jews who were in residence there,
devout men who reverenced God, from all nations of those
under heaven." It is true they were all Jews but they came
from varied cultures. They spoke many languages. I am
impressed that they went to these people, and under the
control of the Holy Spirit, they related to them in the
language they understood best.
It is exceedingly important that each one of us speak,
in a manner that the listener understands. Much religious
jargon today may truly sound like Greek to your nonChristian neighbor. He may not know what predestination
and perfection means, but he will understand the meaning
of joy, peace, forgiveness and purity.
A young couple had lived under the control of self.
They had not related to Christ and the church. Their little
daughter had just died and under the pressure of the event
they decided to turn to the church. As they approached
the parsonage to contact the pastor they overheard a
heated argument. It sounded as if they were saying something about absolute perfection. After listening for a few
minutes the couple returned in despair to try to solve their
own problem. What they heard, and the manner in which
they heard it, brought no balm to their aching hearts.
These men, following the day of Pentecost, went to the
temple at the hour of prayer. They kept their eyes open
for useful service to their fellowmen on the way. Their
going to the house of God sharpened their perspective
for understanding the real needs of others. They knew
(Continued on next page)
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that their worship at the temple was clearly related to the
longings of men just outside.
If we are going to learn from the experiences of the
first century Christians we most certainly will need to go to
the place of prayer, the house of worship, and this should
serve to increase our concerns to aid our fellowmen.
Recently I heard of a woman who refused to help a
sick neighbor saying, "I must read my Bible." We may
be guilty of letting too many things interfere with our
Bible reading and prayer time, but if we are going to reach
our neighbors we must relate to them in times of need.
Men and women read us before they listen to the message
we desire to share. An excellent illustration of this is given
in the story of the "Gospel Blimp," where people became
so interested in the unusual type of evangelism being pursued that they failed to take notice of the open door for
service, ministry, and testimony with their next door neighbor whose wife was in the hospital.
The early church went to the councils to give an answer
for their actions. They appeared before their rulers and
elders, and men learned in the sacred scriptures, and Annas
the chief priest, and Caiaphas, and John, and Alexander,
and relatives of the chief priest. I am impressed with the
fact that they got the message across to many people in
high places. They were filled with enthusiasm and were
read and known of all men everywhere.
They went to their brethren and sisters in the faith and
reported what God was doing. In effective outreach we
need to return often to the home base and enjoy their
fellowship and report on the work God is doing. This
should result in great joy and rejoicing. Could it be that
our outreach today is less because we fail to give enough
time to the great experience of rejoicing with one another
in the miracle working power of God? We dare not take
the miracle working power of God for granted.
The scripture mentions many places to which the early
Christians went. They went to the streets and preached and
taught and healed. They went to Judaea and Samaria,
being scattered, because of a great persecution against
them in Jerusalem. They went to many villages of the
Samaritans. They went to uninhabited regions, along the
road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza. They went
to all the cities. I ask you, how did these disciples of our
Lord cover so much territory? I think I know the answer.
They were under the control of the Holy Spirit.
That is how the great apostle Paul got around in an
outreach program that seemed almost impossible. He
moved under the control of the Holy Spirit. The Brethren
in Christ Church, as a denomination, each conference, each
congregation, and each person moving under the control
of the Holy Spirit would result in such a mighty outreach
that we could hardly believe what our eyes would behold
and the reports our ears would hear. Too often there is a
tendency, to leave the work of the church up to a small
group of "pros" leaving them utterly fatigued and with a
sense of helplessness in attempting to cope with the mountain of work connected with outreach.
Where have we gone with the message of salvation
through Jesus Christ since General Conference of last year?
What are you doing today? We often limit our outreach
and the Holy Spirit cannot move us, because we are so
dead sure that our method is right. Innovations are frowned
upon, and yet God is not stereotyped in His workings and
dealings with man. It is an awesome thought to realize
that we have sinned when we do not change courses at the
bidding of the Holy Spirit.
We want now to take a closer look at a few of the
people that they met and how they ministered to them.
I am amazed at the cross section of society which they
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contacted. The response was most gratifying. I am impressed again that they went to the Jewish community of
which they were a part. They carried their concern to their
own people and felt them worthy of knowing about the
reality of a life lived in fellowship with Jesus Christ.
It may be that the church today, inadvertently, has lost
something of this concern that should be shown for those
of our own household. We dare not forget that outreach
first of all includes our sons and daughters, our fathers and
mothers, all our relatives and kith and kin.
These early Christians went to the priests, as well as
the man on the street. In the account of the choosing of
the deacons we read that the number of the disciples in
Jerusalem kept on multiplying greatly, and a large number
of priests were becoming obedient to the faith. I believe
our outreach should take us to religious leaders who may
differ with us.
They went to the sick ones and those who were being
troubled by unclean spirits. Many people today express
concern about our sick society, but so few seem ready or
willing to minister to those who need help. We dare not
turn off any segment just because they permit things of
which we may disapprove. If we really want them to come
to know Christ as Saviour and Lord then we may need to
do as Ira L. Shanafelt says in his book, The Evangelical
Home Bible Class, "You will find it necessary to have ash
trays available. An important part of your contribution as
host is to put your unsaved guests at ease in your home. To
some a 'no smoking' demand constitutes a barrier and
hinders their receptivity to the work of the Spirit. As Christians we are all convinced that the grace of God will
eventually eliminate the use of ash trays—so be patient."
He writes again, "This class was held in a home where
beer parties had formerly been carried on at regular intervals. The family would call their neighbors and say, 'Come
on over. We'll furnish the home and you bring your own
bottle.' After this family found Christ they called their
friends and said, 'Come on over. We'll furnish the home
and you bring your Bible with you and we'll have a Bible
party.' The host met with one request which she knew not
whether to grant. She called the writer for counsel. 'Could
my neighbor (an alcoholic) bring her bottle with her?'
The answer came slowly but with conviction, 'We have
had most everything else. If she must have her bottle with
her in order to come and study the Bible, tell her to bring
it along.' She came, but fortunately she refrained."
We pride ourselves in that we are a church having
missions among all classes of people. We are interested in
the ghetto. We care about the underprivileged. We give
generously to world missions. We take part in the rural
and city mission outreach. This is all good and needs to be
continued and enlarged. However, this is not enough. We
salve our consciences by giving our money, and sit as
"pros" in the pews. Too often churches have become listening stations for good people, but too seldom do we find
church members doing the fundamental realistic work of
telling the good news.
Peter and John went to a crippled beggar and offered
him a great deal more than he was expecting. They raised
his sights from begging to praising and from sitting to
walking and leaping. They put him in a position to earn
money for himself rather than eke out an existence from
society.
They went to another man who was practicing his
magical arts in the form of charms and incantations and
astounding the people of Samaria. Perhaps the drug addicts in our day would be most similar to this description.
We readily condemn them. Too many times we refuse to
(Continued on page fourteen)
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"Thank You,
But I Can Manage"
An interview with John Martin
by
James Lesher
John, we are interested in the full life you appear
to lead in spite of your handicap. But let's begin there.
Tell us about it.
The first I remember is a morning in 1950. I was at the
Elizabethtown (Pa.) Children's Hospital. A nurse woke
me. I looked down and saw that my legs were in a cast.
I later learned that at the age of four I had had polio which
left me paralyzed from my waist down.
What happened after that morning you saw your
legs in a cast?
I spent two years in the hospital learning how to get
up, dress myself, do various things for myself, and walk
with braces and crutches. My education began in my home
where a teacher would come to our house. Later I entered
public school, transferring in my sophomore year to the
Johnstown Rehabilitation Center for training in electronics.
I understand, John, that during these years you
had contact with the Brethren in Christ.
That is right. I recall watching my daddy and my
brothers and sisters leave the house one Sunday morning
and I asked my mother where they were going. When she
said, "To church," I said that I wanted to go, too. When
my mother told my father the incident, he said, "Well, in
that case we will take him."
Do you recall the first time you went?
Yes, my father carried me up the steps of the Antrim
Church and Rev. John Byers was standing there. He said
that he had heard a great deal about me and was glad to
meet me. I saw quite a bit of Rev. Byers after that. He
took me to the hospital for therapy. He would visit often
in the home and take me to services.
Are you a member of the Antrim congregation?
Yes, I am. It was at the Antrim Church during a revival
meeting that my father and I went forward. Later, in 1960,
I attended Roxbury Camp and met Christ again. It is
wonderful to be a Christian. It was the best decision of
my entire life.
I understand that you are involved in sports. How
did this begin?
During my first week at the Rehabilitation Center in
1964 I was asked if I knew how to swim. I said that I did
not but would like to learn. Before I knew it I was taking
swimming lessons and was in the weight-lifting program.
How can you lift weights?
For handicapped weight-lifting they have what is called
a "bench press." They would lay us on a bench and put the
weight above our chest—about two inches from us. We
Rev. James Lesher is pastor of the Perkiomen Valley Congregation near Graterford, Pa.
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get our hands under the weight and push it straight up,
holding it for a couple of seconds and then bringing it
down.
When did you first enter competition?
I had only been training several months when I learned
of a competitive event in New York. I decided to go. I did
not win any trophies, but I took it as an opportunity to
witness for Christ and to gain experience. Later I returned
to New York for another competition and this time I won
in weight-lifting and did well in other events. This qualified me to enter international competition.
I would be interested in hearing about your experiences in international competition.
My showing at New York allowed me to go to London
in 1965 for the International Para-Olympics. I did not do
so well—fourth in weight lifting and second in swimming.
I returned home, continued to train and in 1966 went to
Europe and in 1968 went to Israel. In Israel I won twelve
awards.
How did you finance these trips?
The one to Europe was financed by individuals and
churches including the Antrim Church.
Were you able to travel around while in Israel?
Yes, we were given a guided tour through Israel. This
was quite an experience to actually see what your Sunday
school teachers talked about and to walk where Christ
walked. This was really exciting.
What kind of work do you do?
I graduated from the Johnstown Center in December
1965. I was trained in electronics. I heard of an opening
near my home but could not take it because I needed a
car. Rev. Norman Martin of the local Mennonite Church
obtained a station wagon which we equipped with hand
controls. I got the job as a sales clerk and in servicing
(5)

small appliances. When I returned from Israel I was offered
a position with a firm near Philadelphia which included
a scholarship to Temple University and on-the-job training
in the electronic plant.
Did your athletic accomplishments help you get
this position?
Yes, I think so. The man who interviewed me said that
he had heard about my travel and achievements.
Does this new work allow you time for competition.
Yes, it does. I plan to go to Europe in August and
Argentina in December for international meets.
In this busy schedule who takes care of your every
day needs?
I do all my own work. I live in a second floor apartment. Going up steps with groceries is not easy. However,
I make out fairly well. I have no complaint.
How do you react to offers of help from people?
I realize why people want to help because I, too, like
to help and I volunteer my services. And there are times

I let them. I appreciate help that is given. Usually, however, I say, "Thank you, but I will be able to manage."
Do you do your own cooking?
Yes, my mother taught me to cook.
What affect does a handicap have upon an individual?
It depends upon the person. If he was a sarcastic
person before the handicap, it seems like things just go
wrong. Others, after they are handicapped, learn to face
it. As long as I can remember I was handicapped. I have
grown up this way and life for me seems pretty nice since
I have acceped the Lord. It is rough but it is something
you have to learn to accept.
Do you think many handicapped people accept it?
Yes, a lot of them do. In my case when I saw the cast
on my legs I was frightened. Later when I was told what
had happened a good bit went through my mind. When
I met God I gained a new life. I feel that if you have God
in your life this is all that is needed.
As for my future, as long as God has control I am not
going to worry about anything.

Proposed Draft Change Poses Problems
President Nixon's May 13 proposal for draft changes
initiates basically two changes in the present system of
conscription, both of which have major consequences.
One Year Maximum Draft Eligibility—Age 19: Perhaps
the most critical aspect of the President's proposal has to
do with the change from an oldest-first to a youngest-first
order of call. This means that 19-year-olds would be called
up first for draft.
Persons responsible for denominational and other
agency service programs, such as the Mennonite Central
Committee, which use conscientious objectors may find the
ramifications of having a majority of their applicants in the
19-year-old age bracket rather sobering. Most of the Mennonite and Brethren in Christ programs in which I-O assignments are made, e.g. Pax, Teachers Abroad Program
and the various domestic Voluntary Service programs, are
best suited for young men of greater maturity and preferably with college background.
One possible recommendation which Mennonites could
make to Congress on this matter would be to request a
deferment option to CO's. This might mean that CO's
would be given the option of serving at 19 or making a
commitment to serve their two-year period in alternate
service at age 21 or 22.
Random Selection: The second major component in the
President's recommended draft changes is that of the draft
lottery system. This is seen as one means of bringing
greater equity to the selective process of the Selective
Service System. Which youth would be called up first
would be determined by a lottery of birthdate numbers.
If a young man was born in July 30 and that date came
out 365th in the random selection of birthdates, he would
not be called up until after all those born on different dates.
If that many men were not needed to be drafted that year,
lie would not be called at all. And if he were fortunate
enough not to be called that year, he would not be eligible
for call-up in any later year, except in case of emergency.
How System Would Work
The youth registers for the draft at the age of 18. He
becomes eligible for call-up in the "Selective Service Year"
which began after he reached his 19th birthday. Selective
(6)

Service Years would begin on a fixed date each year, to be
determined by the date of enactment of the new legislation
sought by the President.
If Selective Service Years began each December 1, for
example, then a youth reaching 19 before that date would
be eligible to be called from that December 1 to the following December 1.
During his maximum eligibility year—19 to 20—the
youth would be liable for call-up in accord with the number drawn by his birthdate in the lottery.
A youth not called during his maximum eligibility year
—because his number was not reached—would normally
not be called after that.
Deferments would be available to complete undergraduate studies or a current year of graduate school. A
youth reaching 19 and seeking a deferment would nevertheless be assigned a call-up number in accord with where
his birthdate fell in the lottery. That would remain his
permanent number, but it would not become operative
until he finished school and entered into his postponed
maximum eligibility year.
Thus a 19-year-old with a call-up number putting his
birthdate 200th on the fist would return from school at age
22 or 23 and still have a 200th ranking for call-up.
Legislative Procedure and Timetable
After the President's Executive Communication to Congress has been drafted into legislative language, the bill
will be sent to the House and Senate Armed Services Committees. Thus far the executive proposal has not been
drafted into legislation.
Until these two committees see the proposal in the
form of a bill it is difficult to obtain any clear indication of
what to expect. After the House and Senate Committees
receive and study the bill they will determine whether or
not to hold hearings and whether or not the hearings will
be open for public testimony.
The Peace Section of the Mennonite Central Committee
is studying the proposal and its implications. There will be
time for representatives to make a testimony if necessary.
In the meantime, suggestions and reactions from the
brotherhood are solicited by the Peace Section.
Evangelical Visitor

The Alumni Auditorium where the general
sessions of the General Conference will be
held, July 2-6.

The most recent addition to campus facilities—Kline Hall of Science
—will be available for use by the Conference.

Messiah Observes Fifty-ninth Commencement
Commencement—1969

Seventy-one degrees were conferred at the fifty-ninth
Commencement at Messiah College, May 31. This was
the largest graduating class in the history of the College.
Exercises were held on the natural outdoor amphitheater
between the administration building and the chapel. Dr.
D. Ray Hostetter, president, presided.
The Reverend Doctor D. Elton Trueblood, distinguished
author, lecturer and professor at large from Earlham College, Richmond, Indiana, addressed the candidates for degrees on the subject, "Education for Greatness." There
were approximately 800 in attendance.
Candidates for the Rachelor of Arts degree numbered
sixty-five; six received the Rachelor of Science in Nursing.
Seven Brethren in Christ seniors were the recipients of
honors. Morris M. Book, Upland, California, and Marlin
Stoner, East Berlin, Pennsylvania, were graduated magna
cum laude. Book was also recipient of the annual alumni
award presented for "outstanding scholarship, leadership
and school loyalty."
The following (all from Pennsylvania) were graduated
cum laude: Joan Ruth Hunsberger, Rahns, John Robert
Yeatts, Grantham, Ray M. Dourte, Lancaster, and John
P. Hamman, Saxton.
Elwood A. Pye, Fonthill, Ontario, was the recipient of
honors in history.

Conference Secretary of the Brethren in Christ Church and
Superintendent of the Messiah Home, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. At the present time, he is visiting minister to the
senior members of the Upland Brethren in Christ Church.
The two awards were presented by Paul E. Witter,
alumni officer and chairman of the Awards Committee.
In a moving response, following the presentation of the
Distinguished Alumnus Award, the venerable churchman
said, "No remarks would be complete without an expression of sincere appreciation for our Alma Mater. From the
vantage point of 47 years, we realize how much we are
indebted to her."
He noted that "the one greatest experience of my life
took place in the former chapel of the Administration
Building. There, on a front bench, I accepted the Lord
Jesus Christ as my personal Savior . . . There began a heartburning, gracious, sustaining fellowship which has been
unbroken for fifty years."

Kline and Brubaker Recipients of Honors

Mrs. Bessie H. Kline of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, and
the Reverend Henry H. Brubaker of Upland, California,
were honored by the alumni association's Appreciation
Award. She and her husband, the late Josiah W. Kline,
have been generous supporters of the College's endowment,
scholarship and capital funds. The award is the association's highest token for saying "Thank You" to those who
give to the institution.
The Reverend Mr. Brubaker received the Distinguished
Alumnus Award. A member of the Class of 1922, he served
as head of the missionary effort of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Rhodesia and Zambia for a number of years.
During that time he held high administrative posts with
inter-denominational agencies and was popular with the
African nationals. Later he served for ten years as General
June 30, 1969

Rev. H . H . Brubaker receiving the Distinguished Alumnus Award
from Paul E. Witter, Chairman Awards Committee. Joseph
Brechbill, Alumni Association President looks on.
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"To those who need careful, skilful help in
the healing of the body, we dedicate . . . "

DEDICATION DAY
Beth L. Frey
Many lights had burned till the small hours of the
morning as Dr. Stern and helpers worked with unwearied
drive, determined to finish the new buildings at Mtshabezi Mission Hospital by the date set for the dedication
services.
Few people know the frustrations, heartaches, and disappointments which go with building in Rhodesia today—
^the waiting for materials, the substitutions for items no
longer obtainable, the dearth of skilled craftsmen.
Dedication Day, April 12, dawned with promise. By
two o'clock in the afternoon a large group of guests had
gathered in front of the new Pediatrics Unit. After words
of welcome by Dr. Roger Sider, Dr. Stern reported on
"How It Came to Be"—of conditions before the erection of
the new units: no isolation for communicable diseases,
children kept with adults . . . the operating table which
kept one wondering whether the patient would remain on
it! From the glow on Dr. Stern's face one could sense the
excitement which had accompanied the news that help
was coming.
A church organization in West Germany, "Bread for
the World," had given the funds for the Pediatrics Unit,
the Tuberculosis Unit, and the electricity which has so
revolutionized life in the bush. The beautiful Outpatient/
Laboratory Unit and the Surgical Unit were given by the
Beit Trust and OXFAM.
Dr. Stern gave appreciative recognition of the African
(8)

contractor, Levi Nkala, and of the crew of men who had so
faithfully worked in the erection and finishing of the
buildings.
He also gave recognition to visiting guests. Two of the
doctors present gave greetings. Dr. Pew, the Provincial
Medical Officer, said that the new buildings are "concrete
evidence of the dedication of those who work here." Dr.
Jacobson, National Chairman of the Society for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, and a member of the Rhodesian
Medical Association, after briefly sketching the history of
TB treatment in Rhodesia, congratulated the hospital on
its fine facilities and work. A representative (now a pastor
in Salisbury) of the West German Church which gave
money through Bread for the World joined in congratulating the hospital staff.
From the African People
Chief Mzimuni Msuku, vice-Chairman of the Chief's
Council said, "We have been slow in doing things for ourselves. If a window were to break in this new building, do
we expect them to come from Germany to fix it?" Appropriately he referred to Dr. Aggrey's emblem, with its black
and white piano keys, to show the value of the two races'
working together. Stephen Ndlovu, a teacher in the Mtshabezi Primary School, spoke for the community, expressing
warm gratitude for Dr. Stern's untiring work: "We called
him 'Owl'; for he worked far into the night! We didn't
Evangelical Visitor

Opposite page: The new entrance to Mtshabezi Mission Hospital.
At night the letters glow brightly from bulbs inside the concrete
blocks.

know what he was aiming at. Now we know!" He pledged
his and the community's support to the future of the
Hospital.
And then the Hospital's first doctor!
Chosen to give the main message of the day was Dr.
Alvan Thuma, the first doctor to serve at Mtshabezi Mission
Hospital, and now Superintendent of the Lusaka Central
Hospital, Zambia. A little reminiscing took us back to his
arrival in 1951. He recalled how the late Rev. N. Dube,
then District Overseer, had said that an imbeleko (blanket
or skin in which a child is carried on the back—Elliot's
Dictionary) had been prepared—a hospital for him to carry
on his work! Dr. Thuma himself had helped in some of the
building. Supplies were brought from Stanmore Siding,
twelve miles away, by donkey cart. "As I look at the new
buildings, they look good to me," he said. They looked
good to all of us!
"Why was the hospital built?" asked Dr. Thuma. The
reason was the same then as now—to relieve suffering. The
church and mission did not "pass by on the other side." He
told of the advice of an older doctor: "When one cannot
bring further relief through drugs, he can comfort people."
Much of our suffering, he said, comes from our own hand
—through ignorance, negligence, carelessness, greed, worry
. . . We can trust God; but He expects us to use the resources at hand . . . He closed with the words: "It's the
set of the soul that decides the goal, and not the storms or
the strife." Truly it was the set of souls that had brought
these beautiful buildings to completion.

Bishop Book leads the dedicatory rites.

He had himself spent a number of days helping in
much needed technical finishing jobs. Some of the beautiful words of the responsive readings were:
"Here may the peace and presence of the Great
Physician, the Lord Jesus Christ, always abide."

Dr. Myron Stern, assisted by nurses Sister Erma Jean Gish and
Esilina Gumpo, performing the first operation in the beautifully
equipped new surgery.

"And may the multitudes that enter here know
that God is supreme and that Jesus Christ came to
save sinners."
"And to those who need careful, skilful help in
the healing of the body, we dedicate these buildings."
Our hearts assented, "Amen and Amen."
The service ended, guests were guided through the
buildings and served refreshments on the verandah of the
Laboratory Unit. And those who were there said, "This is
a great day!"

Above: The new Laboratory providing adequate room for
Technician Marilyn Ebersole to do the testing.
Left: For the healing of souls: After the morning service at the
hospital, Dr. Stern and Evangelist Delelani Moyo (back—far left)
meet with those who seek healing from sin or courage for the
spiritual warfare.
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YOUTH

"SALUTE TO OUR TEENS"
Paul Hostetler
The above caption headed an editorial in a Toronto
newspaper recently. Some quotations follow.
"If any adult who thinks that this current generation of
teenagers is not up to par, had observed Saturday's Miles
for Millions, he surely would have changed his mind. Many
mature people were seen in tears and sporting lumps in
their throats as the nearly crippled walkers dragged their
aching legs into city hall square after 32 miles.
"The Miles for Millions walk, which was composed of
at least 90 per cent teens, shows how much our young
people want to be involved in worthwhile causes. It revealed the social conscience which at least 60,000 of our

has.) Someone reports that OXFAM (Oxford Comm'ttee
for Famine Relief) has the honor of originating the idea.
I noted with great interest on Page 10 of the June 2nd
issue of the EVANGELICAL VISITOR that our own mission program has benefited from the OXFAM-Canada walk.
They "donated $25,000 for a surgical unit with operating
rooms, and 2 private rooms with bath, construction one
month under way."(Mtshabezi Mission Hospital, Rhodesia)
Here is a sidelight you will enjoy. Rev. C. H. Sider,
pastor of the Brethren in Christ Church in Collingwood,
Ontario, joined in the OXFAM march in that city. This
energetic man of more than 70 years aroused much local
interest when he was among those who finished the 30mile walk! Young in both body and heart, Rev. Sider took
up water skiing a few summers ago.
Within recent months two Brethren in Christ Churches
and Niagara Christian College have also gotten involved
in walking for a good purpose. And the young people
spearheaded the projects in each case.
At Niagara Falls 49 persons raised almost a thousand
dollars for their building program. At the Frogmore Church
the young people sponsored a walkathon which netted
around $10,000 with more than 130 people getting footsore
and otherwise weary (See page eighteen).
(Continued on page f'fteen)

Brethren in Christ Youth participate in Toronto Walkathon. From
left to right: John Steckley, Jay Reesor, Dale Heise, Karen Hostetler,
David Gunn, and Mary Lou Heise.

young people have. They were willing to donate their
energy for someone else far off in another land not so well
endowed with worldly resources.
"The suggestion, therefore, is that our teens are ready
to do their share—and more—of this work, and they only
need the leadership to utilize this vast, untapped supply
of energy.
"As we watched the tortured feet of the walkers, we
could see on their faces a slight appreciation of what it
means to suffer. They no doubt came away with a feeling
of brotherhood toward human beings whose way of l i e
is miserable every day.
"We salute those 10,000 who finished the 32 mile walk
and also those 50,000 who went as far as they could. They
raised $750,000 for overseas relief agencies."
This march-for-a-good-cause idea has captured the
imagination of many in England and Canada, and will
probably spread to other countries. (Perhaps it already
(10)

Bob Gunn, one of the heroes of the
Walkathon. (See Article)
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HOME

MY INHERITANCE
Lois Wingert
In some cultures families include everyone from greatgrandparents to tiniest infant—with a few aunts and uncles
thrown in. In America, government, state, communities,
churches, and families segregate old people. We euphemistically call them Senior Citizens and Golden Agers,
when in reality, they are often Sub-Citizens and anything
but golden. Society and T.V. reminds us that youth is
golden.
Being neither young nor old, but in the middle, I look
backward and remember. I look forward and anticipate.
I look at NOW, and wonder.

A Look at the Past

Come, and reminisce with me.
Raw Potatoes and "My Soul is on the Wing." I remember Grandpa Lady. He cranked the washing machine
wringer faster and faster 'till we both broke up in laughter.
When bedridden, he was always fun to visit: "Maybe if I
ate as many raw potatoes as you, Lois, I'd get well." Then
one day, when I was very young, Grandpa left me his inheritance. I looked through the open door and saw death
illumined by a joyful countenance and up-raised arms. "My
soul is on the wing," he said in farewell.
Out of Her Mouth Proceeded Garlic Breath and the
Word of God. Grandma Lady ate garlic for her high blood
pressure. I was never happy when she trimmed the neckline of a new dress, but how grateful I am for the Word
of God she used to trim off some of the rough edges of my
young personality. She never ceased hiding God's Word
in her heart and sharing it in word and deed.
From Baker to Shaker. Grandpa Wingert's inheritance
was fresh baked cakes and a genuine gratefulness for help
from a child. He would put his hand, shaking with palsy,
in my young strong one, and I could help him stand. One
of Grandma's gifts was her first hand demonstration of love
"in sickness and in health."
Enunciate Clearly and Carry an Umbrella. Miss Diehl
was a proud Bostonian educated woman. Mother saw the
lonely woman behind the haughty facade and brought her
home. She gave us "elocution" lessons, carried an umbrella
to avoid getting tanned, washed dishes with a vegetable
brush, and taught me "never to ask a person's age." In our
way, impetuous child and proud adult, we loved each other.
Mother's Couch and Bed. Miss Bache was among those
who came to mother's couch to receive her therapeutic
Christian love. Irritations of life were oiled, and although
I sometimes resented the invasion of our family privacy,
I learned much about human nature and love power.
A bedridden elderly grandmother was fortunate, for
she had love and a family included in the price of food
and clean sheets. I do not remember what we talked about,
but her room was a pleasant place to stop after school.
* Dedicated to the above mentioned, particularly my parents and my
parents' parents.
The writer, mother of two, is associate professor of physical
education at Pitzer College, Claremont, California.
June 30, 1969

Tidgwell
Claremont Inn Mates. To pay my way through college,
I lived and worked at the college inn where I took an
extra-curricular course in "How to Grow Old." "Mrs. Soup"
ate and slept in the present, but she lived in the past. As a
symbol of her non-existence, she signed her name one
evening, "Mrs. Soup."
By contrast, there was "Mrs. Life-Begins-at-Eighty." Although older than Mrs. Soup, she liked to have parties for
us young folk. In addition to her many pursuits, she decided to learn to paint when she was eighty. She painted
scenes I had looked at but never saw, so preoccupied was I
with study and grades.
In addition to those old folks, and others, who moved
in and out of my life, I remember cottage prayer meetings:
Requests were given by the saints one week, answers reported the next. As a neophyte testifier and public pray-er,
I, the child, was encouraged by those further along the
way.
I remember neighbors who reprimanded, encouraged,
loved me. How I enjoyed helping Aunt Abby string beans!
The Hoffman sisters undoubtedly could have gotten along
without my hand-picked watercress and home-grown nasturtiums, but I didn't think so.
What have I Inherited from These Old Folk? I inherited
a place in history. I know from whence I came. I know
there is no stereotype of old age. There are similarities between the young and the old. All of us grow to our physical,
intellectual, and spiritual capacity only when we are loved,
and have someone to love. I have gained in knowledge and
second-hand wisdom. I have been witness to God's faithfulness 'til death. Christ is my Savior and my Lord because older people prayed for me and believed in me despite my youthful follies!
A Look a t Now
I see my children storing memories.
Grandma and Grandpa. When eternity approaches reality, the weights of reason do not bind as tightly, so grandparents and grandchildren, having not yet been so encumbered with these weights, can talk naturally of heavenly
things. Grandpa's talents lay in writing and speaking
poetically of the meaning of the Christian life. Grandma's
talents lay in demonstrating the Christian life. Both walk
and talk with our children as they practice their talents.
Mr. and Mrs. Doc. The Doc's save metal and wood
scraps for our son's inventions, send postcards when they
go traveling, give our first grader "gasoline"—a cookie—to
propel her to school, and invite our would-be astronaut
to their church for an Apollo space film—an invitation that
provokes concern, for he knows that these nice people do
not totally share our faith in Christ.
Mrs. France, The Peppermint Lady gives of herself as
she doles out the sweet disks. Both children have to take
their latest treasures to share with Mrs. Burkholder, The
(Continued on page thirteen)
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India Briefs
A Missionary Doctor is Many Things!

"Rajani Prays Just Like You Do"

A tribute to Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann, who retired from
Madhipura Christian Hospital in May—by fellow workers.
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Dr. and Mrs. Lowell D. Mann came to India in August,
1960.
Some of Lowell's many activities have included holding
clinic; building the TB wards; building other additions to
the hospital; building and repairing staff quarters; spending hours as Field Treasurer, station overseer, and some
years as District Superintendent in the church work.
Anna Jean has been the hospital laboratory technician,
teaching an Indian national to assume full responsibilities
in that area. She has organized an efficient file system for
patients' cards. Other duties have included ordering medicines, sorting and giving out relief goods, acting hostess to
many expected and unexpected guests, and, not least of
all, being mother to two little boys: Eric, nearing 5; Tommie, 3. The Manns are expected to arrive in the States,
July 1.
We shall certainly miss them from our little group!

Esther Book
HOME VISITATION is a bi-weekly program by the staff
of the Mission Day School since the beginning of the
Middle School in 1956.
Profitable in understanding both the children and the
home situations, it is also a time in which the teachers
report on the needs and progress of the pupils. And it is
a time for a cup of tea and for handing out of tracts to
family—and picture cards, if available, to the children. Our
Scripture calendars hang in prominent places in these
mostly non-Christian homes. We often hear comments from
the parents about the children's reactions to the Bible
teaching in school.
And we are thrilled to hear of the simple faith which
many of the children display. A doctor's wife told us recently how her first grade girl prays before she begins her
studies. That evening we prayed audibly before we ate the
light refreshments which she had set before us.
"Rajani prays just like you do," the mother said, as
Miss Das finished her prayer.
While our visitation aim is not mainly for witnessing,
we thank God for the many opportunities which open to us.
Miss Book is Headmistress, Saharsa Mission School.

Who "rates" the NEWSLETTER?

Must one give a n especially large contribution—
or w h a t ?
N o ! All t h a t we require is your desire—no
subscription, no official r a t i n g ! Simply send us
your full name and address, with zip code and
tell us you w a n t to be on our monthly Neivsletter
mailing list. (It is mailed third class and will be
lost if your address is not complete.)
P u t your offerings on the plate a t church!
BCM Office

From the Editor
(Continued from page t w o )
W e imposed upon our busy moderator, Bishop Sider, to
share w i t h our readers on the back page of this special issue
and are delighted that he f o u n d t i m e — o n rather short
n o t i c e — t o do so.
Should there have been some of our readers w h o thought
that the fears expressed in the Editorial of June 2 (The
Double Threat) unjustified I should like to share an excerpt
from a recent issue of a weekly paper which came to my
desk a f e w days after w r i t i n g the e d i t o r i a l . The paper is
published by a large church in Fort W o r t h which describes
itself as "Fort Worth's Great Preaching and Missionary
Center."
The editor of the paper w h o is also pastor of the church
concludes his lead article, which dealt with the Black M a n i festo, with the f o l l o w i n g t w o p a r a g r a p h s :
" D u r i n g the early history of our nation our p i l grim fathers carried muskets under their arms on the
w a y to church in order to protect themselves against
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red savages. It may be that freedom-loving Americans
w i l l once again have to carry guns to church in order
to protect themselves against black savages of v i o l ence, rape and murder.
" I f w e Americans sit around with a guilty conscience because of some mistakes a n d sins of our
grandparents and a l l o w black militants to rape,
murder and steal us b l i n d , as well as issue ultimatums
of b l a c k m a i l — t h e n w e are indeed stupid, insipid,
neurotics w i t h the backbones of jelly fishes! N o matter
w h a t the color of a man's skin he should not be
a l l o w e d to get a w a y with breaking the l a w as we are
witnessing on American city streets and on college
campuses."
The irony of the situation is that on the back page of
this same paper it was reported that the pastor had
" p r e a c h e d a soul searching message Sunday: " W h a t
Shall I Do Then with Jesus W h i c h Is Called the Christ?"
. . . There were 15 w h o responded to the i n v i t a t i o n . "

Evangelical Visitor

EXTENSION IN ACTION
Advance in Saskatoon

Revivaltime at Phoneton

Ranald Lofthouse

Helen Dohner

At the Massey Place Brethren in Christ Church in
Saskatoon, there are now 155 enrolled in the Sunday
School. The attendance at Sunday School and church has
increased as a result of Bishop Sider's congregational selfanalysis program. For greater efficiency in committee work,
the local church board authorized the appointment of
individual board members to act as liaison officers to the
different committees that were appointed. These officers
secure a monthly report from the committee chairman with
a projected program, reporting to the church board later.
There has been an unusual development in mid-week
services. Howard Tyrell is having a Bible Prayer and Fellowship Hour with about fifteen junior high youth. The
teacher of this same age group at the public school said
that the church is having a real impact on these young
people of grades seven and eight. These same youth are
attending the Junior High Sunday School class with real
regularity and many of them remain for church service.
"Thank you, God, for bringing Nancy closer to you" said
one father in his testimony at church. The same father also
asked, "Don't you have some home work for Nancy to do?"

Each year as a congregation, we plan, programme, pray
and expect on a certain date our revival meeting. But in
the five years none of our new converts were born again
during evangelistic meetings. Instead, they come to the
church at the hour of crisis and need for counsel and
prayer—or their own homes become the place of prayer
and the new birth.
A visitation of God in convicting, convincing power
brought soul-seeking to Phoneton during the last months
of 1968. Spontaneous testimonies, open confessions of need,
ready responses to prayer around the altar, open-hearted
pouring out of the soul's desire brought new victories, refreshing and Spirit anointing in service after service. We
plead for a continuing of this moving of God. The needs
of broken hearts, homes and bodies can find a balm which
mends and heals; but only in the Great Physician.

The Pioneer Girls now have about 50 enrolled and meet
in several groups. The church has also started a Christian
Service Brigade. A Christian man offered his services after
his daughters developed a great attachment to the Pioneer
Girls program.

Visitation

As a result of a Soul Winning Clinic conducted by
Bishop Roy Sider, this church has started Lay Visitation
Evangelism on a weekly basis and through it there are
those who are coming to know Christ. A follow-up course
is then used. Through this Lay Visitation Evangelism, the
church attendance has increased. Normally, the pastor
averages about 40 calls per month, with laymen involved
regularly. One night when only a few came to go visiting,
one of the men from the congregation said, "Brother, don't
get discouraged about so few being out to visit, we'll just
keep going." This man visits one or two nights each week,
as he feels a real calling to lead souls to Christ.

Summer Camping

The church will engage in a camping program in the
Montreal Lake area during the summer: Children: July
24-31; Youth: August 1-4; Family: August 4-10. During the
Family Camping week a family cookout at a nearby government park is planned for the forepart of the week—for
the latter part evangelistic services. During the family
camp the morning and evening will have a short devotional
period with the rest of the day free for family planning.
The other camps will be carried on pretty much as usual.

Missions

A missionary conference—to the Massey Place congregation the most important meeting of the year featured our
own missionaries in addition to the Executive Secretary
of the Brethren in Christ Missions. As a result of this conference, $1,500 is the Faith/Promise pledge to missions for
1969.
June 30, 1969

My Inheritance
(Continued from page eleven)
Music Teacher, because "she wants to see them—so does
Mr. Burkholder!"
A Look to the Future
Unfortunately, too many of today's young and old
people live in two worlds and judge each other from afar
off. What can we do?
May I propose the VENTURE A MONTH PLAN: Let's
venture out of our own safe world where we all think and
look alike. (For maximum benefits, we should venture, not
only into worlds of other ages, but also into black and
brown worlds, a world of poverty, and worlds of the retarded, handicapped, prisoners, and the emotionally disturbed. However, my interest now is "old people.") It is
not easy, in fact, it's a bit scary to venture out, but my
limited experience and observation has been that it is
vastly rewarding. With each venture, our world of love
and understanding enlarges, and the next venture can be
made more sure-heartedly.
Following are a few suggestions in getting started with
these adventures. "Adopt" an older person—especially a
"segregated" old person from an institution. Visit him (or
her) with the family. Bring him home for dinner. Take
small tokens of thoughtfulness. Pray with and for him.
Do errands for him. Bring him to church, or take church
to him. Love him.
At church, sit with an older person and then take him
home for dinner or out for dessert. Sponsor programs and
projects in which small groups of mixed ages, study, play
and share and fellowship together. Sunday School teachers,
invite older folks to give their testimonies to your class.
Perhaps church and community should re-think its
"segregation" policy, and act as a catalyst to bring together
lonely people of all ages—a sort of inter-institution "adoption" program.
A Word to Old People. You have much to give. Won't
you join the Venture a Month Plan and step into the young
world of beards and bare feet? Get to know the young
people as individuals. LOVE THEM, and "they'll know
you are Christians by your love."
"A good man leaveth an inheritance to Iris children's
children." (Proverbs) We have received an inheritance.
Are we preparing ours to give?
(13)

Controlled by the Spirit
(Continued from page four)
associate with them, and would not welcome them to our services
or even to our homes. It seems that we somehow may have a warped
idea that Jesus Christ came to save the good middle class society and
we relieve ourselves of further responsibility. I hope I am wrong,
but I am afraid that the percentage of people in the Brethren in
Christ Church who have had any contact in an outreach ministry
to some segment of society other than the one to which he belongs
would be very small.
T h e people of the first century church constantly amaze me.
One time we find them in contact with the beggars, the next day
with the priests, the third day with the sorcerer, and the following
day going to some high government official whose heart was searching for the truth and they led him to Jesus Christ. How did they
manage to do all this? Mav I remind you of their secret. They were
under the control of the Holy Spirit in outreach. Remember, Philip
left a great revival at the Holy Spirit's instruction and went into the
desert and met God's appointment.
Some of us seem to be afraid to reach out to the mayor of our
city, the superintendent of our school, the Internal Revenue official,
the men we send to our respective government posts representing
us in making and enforcing the laws of our countries. These men
did it under the full control of the Holy Spirit. Could it be that
we are not allowing the Holy Spirit to use us as H e desires? In so
doing we limit the outreach and hinder the progress of the spread
of the gospel.
They went to the highly trained, well educated, professional
men of their day. An example is Saul of Tarsus. They first went to
him in the martyrdom of one of their number, Stephen. This is
a costly way, b u t an effective way to go to the heart of a non-Christian. The full acceptance into your life of a former enemy is not
easy, but under the control of the Holy Spirit Ananias went, as instructed, to the street called the Straight Street and ministered to
his brother in Christ.
Permit me to say that outreach must b e backed up by the total
unreserved acceptance of the one reached, or we might as well
forget about going to the ends of the earth, or even across the
street. If you want to remain status quo, if you want to continue
ingrown, if you want to break the heart of a pastor or a Christian
who is genuinely interested in and committed to an outreach program then refuse to give full acceptance to the converts that are
won to Christ and begin coming to your church.
You may feel a little strange, at first, when a known prostitute
finds Christ and shares the pew with you. It may seem strange to
have a former alcoholic join your church, but after you have heard
his testimony of being saved, you had better forgive and forget
the past. Don't hold it against him. Jesus completely forgives the
past sins and remembers them against us no more. It may seem
strange to have a number of people in your congregation whose
appearance is different, but remember that each of us under the
control of the Holy Spirit will come to find that acceptable will of
God for our lives. I confess that it seemed a little strange to me,
while in India, to have one of our most trusted ordained Indian
pastors baptize new converts who still wore the long tuft of hair.
(A sign of Hinduism) I soon found out that I need not have
worried. As these new believers moved forward under the control
of the Holy Spirit, they did that which was becoming to their new
found faith. This Indian pastor was vitally concerned that they
knew the Lord Tesus Christ. He Questioned them concerning whether
or not ihey had been talking with God.
Let us come back again to the earthly church. In looking at the
people to whom they went I don't want to miss Cornelius. They
went to this good, honest, military man with their message. Peter
did need a special vision to be kept under the control of the Spirit
to get him to go to the home of Cornelius. Peter told them, "You
understand that it is a violation of established order for a man,
a Jew, to enter into close relations with or come to a foreigner. And
yet to me God showed that I am not to be calling any man unhallowed or unclean." Peter further commented, "I am in the process
of comprehending the fact that God does not show partiality to
anyone because of his looks or circumstances, but in every nation
he who fears Him and does uprightly is acceptable with Him."
It was really difficult for the "Circumcision Party" back in
Jerusalem to believe that Peter had gone to men who were uncircumcised and ate with them. I think Peter gave them a very
wise answer. He said by way of explanation, "My attention was
withdrawn from everything else and fixed on things divine. The
Spirit told me to go with them, without even one bit of hesitation
as to its propriety. W h o was I that I would be able to hinder God?"
Permit me to say once again, that we are not going to be true
to the commission given to us until more of us come to see and
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understand that God is not partial to anyone, because of his color
or circumstances, but in every nation he who fears Him and does
uprightly is acceptable with Him.
Allow me again to refer to India. Anyone who has .not had a
God given vision should never go to a country such as India. Who
are we to say who God is bringing unto Himself? There were
several cases that would have seemed to us most unlikely, when
we looked at them and viewed their circumstances, but they feared
God and walked uprightly and were accepted with Him.
Superintendent Harvey Sider recently wrote, "We are in an
unprecedented day for presentation of the gospel in India, for the
very foundations of the older systems have been thoroughly shaken.
Christian literature is being bought with great interest, people are
far more ready to listen to the Christian message, and, in a way,
we see wide open doors and possibilities, limited chiefly through
lack of personnel. On the one side, both the educated and the
illiterate are more open to the Christian message than any time
heretofore. But at the same time, in a more organized way, pressures are being brought to bear to put an end to conversions to
Christianity.
"So while the times are ripe, it seems we may have reached the
great divide, when with outreach of the Gospel in India, there may
be yet an even greater tide of persecution than the church in India
has ever seen. But simply because we have such opportunities before us, our present philosophy is that we ought to go ahead with
full momentum. Hence, we are in no way retracting our mission
program, but contrariwise, we are ever expanding. There were
sixty-five conversions in 1968 and a ten per cent growth in communicant membership. I believe the church in India fully realizes
the urgency of the day, the open doors on every hand, and the
difficult days that seem to lie ahead. In some areas this calls for
reassessment and redirection of program, but by following the
leading of Christ, I believe we are just beginning to witness the
moving of the Spirit in outreach in India."
Similar reports to the one from India are also coming from
Africa, Japan, and Nicaragua.
Let us now turn our attention to the message. Their message
was always centered in Jesus Christ. Listen to the message given
in the Acts. "Everyone, whoever shall call upon the Name of the
I ord shall be saved." Here Peter spoke of the miracle working God,
the crucified and resurrected Lord. Peter said, "Have a change of
mind about Jesus. Let each one of you be baptized upon the ground
of your confession of belief in the sum total of all that Jesus Christ
is in His glorious person."
Peter's message to the lame beggar was, "Silver and gold coins
I do not have, but that which I have, this I give to you. In the
Name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, start walking and keep on
walking. And having firmly grasped his right hand, he raised him
up. And instantly his feet and ankle bones were made strong. And
leaping up he stood and went to walking about. And he entered the
temple with them, walking about, leaping and praising God." Peter
explained the results by saying, "Upon the ground of our faith in
His Name, this man whom you are attentively gazing at with a
critical, discerning eye and whom you positively identify as the
person you know—Christ made him strong."
Agiin the message comes clearly, "Repent at once, instantly
changing your attitude, and perform a right about face in order
that your sins may be obliterated, in order that there may come
epoch making periods of spiritual revival and refreshment from the
presence of the Lord, and in order that He may send off on a mission to you Christ Jesus who has been appointed, this appointment
being in the interest of your well-being."
The Bible again says, "And there does not exist in any other
the salvation, for there is .not even another name under heaven
which has been given among men by means of which we can be
saved."
In the fifth chapter of Acts we read, "And all through every day
in the temple and at home they did not cease teaching and giving
out the good news that the Christ is Jesus."
"And Philip opened his mouth and beginning from this scripture
announced the good news to him concerning Jesus."
Concerning Paul, we read, "And immediately in the synagogues
he proclaimed Jesus, his message being that his very person is the
Son of God."
The central message of any outreach program is lifting up Jesus
Christ as the only Saviour from sin and the rightful Lord of every
life.
The people among whom we live know very little about Jesus
Christ. Outside of the church He is not known and within the
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church He has been too often pushed aside. How often have we
talked to people about everything else, but have not let them see
Jesus? In a world filled with need on every hand we cannot continue to place the sharing of our faith in Jesus Christ in the background and push our own selfish interests to the foreground. How
can we be so complacent and feel so contented with the little progress we have made in outreach and yet clearly know that the
next door neighbor is not acquainted with Jesus? We know that
our cities are urgently in need of a vital Christian witness, and
yet when the Holy Spirit leads us to share in some of these ministries, we fail to follow the Spirit, saying by our actions that the
price we would need to pay is too great. We know at least some
of the needs and the opportunities open in ministry to Africa, India,
Japan, and Nicaragua and numerous other countries of the world,
but comparatively few are going and giving and praying like we
should that the outreach of the gospel may .not be hindered. What
is it going to take to move some of us out of our indifference?
Sometimes we hear of real sacrifice and deep commitment. I
remember receiving a hundred dollar check from a widow while
we were in India. She wrote, "I couldn't sleep after I saw Brother
Cinder's pictures of those little grass huts at the hospital in which
the lepers stay. I took this from my bank account to help build a
better place so they will .not get soaked by the rain."
I knew this woman's circumstances. She might have rationalized
and said, "I may need it myself later on," but she didn't.
Why should most of the responsibility be placed on just a few?
If all of us moved totally under the control of the Holy Spirit, should
not we expect to see our local congregations grow, and our overworked sacrificing pastors given a more adequate backing in their
ministry? Couldn't we expect more families in our congregations
to "firmly grasp the hand" of non-Christian families and bring them
to Christ and then to the church? Couldn't we expect more couples
to volunteer to go to countries overseas to teach in schools, nurse in
hospitals, perform all types of services and be a vital Christian witness in their new environment? Could we expect that the Holy Spirit
would lead some of our number to speak the wonderful message
of Christ as it relates to the moral issues of our day? Couldn't we
expect that we might be led to join forces with other groups of
Spirit controlled believers and have a more effective ministry? W e

dare get excited about outreach and what the Holy Spirit leads us
to do, when every day in the temple and at home we cease not in
giving out the good news that Jesus is Christ.
Permit me to present an adaptation taken from the Declaration
which was adopted by the Asia-South Pacific Congress on Evangelism in Singapore, where eleven hundred churchmen gathered
from twenty-five countries, representing two-thirds of the world's
population, in November of last year. The essence of these statements were read in unison as an emotional climax to the ten day
gathering.

Our living and loving God sent His Son into the world
for the redemption of the lost. So we have been sent by
the Redeemer to proclaim the good news of forgiveness
of sins on the ground of His death and resurrection, and
the wonderful possibilities of new life in Christ. The Christ
whom the world needs is knocking at the door.
We are mindful of our own needs, we acknowledge
with penitence that we have fallen far short of giving as
strong and urgent a witness as our Lord demands amongst
our neighbors and the lost millions of our world. We have
been silent when we should have spoken, divided when
we should have been united, unloving when we should
have been compassionate, aloof when we should have been
involved, ingrown when we should have been outgoing.
May we humbly seek God's forgiveness and pray that
the Holy Spirit will cause us to disseminate Christ every
day in every way and every where.
In the words of our beloved Moderator, Bishop Roy V.
Sider, let me repeat, "The world is out there. A sick, broken,
condemned world. In it are millions separated from hope
and redemption because they are separated from Him.
Jesus Christ the Lord draws us to Himself that He may
send us to them."

Salute to Teens
(Continued from page ten)
More recently, the students at Niagara Christian College
hoofed it along the highways and collected over $4,000 for
the school.
You might wonder just how the money is raised. It's
really rather simple. Each walker gets a list of sponsors
who pay him a given amount—say 25c—for each mile he
completes. After he walks his miles, he collects the money
and turns it in. Some walkers have more than $100 on their
heads, or perhaps it should be said—on their feet.
As this article is being written, 1,000 teens from many
evangelical churches in Toronto are pounding the pavement to raise funds for a city-wide Crusade for Christ.
Young people from both Heise Hill and Bridlewood
Brethren in Christ Churches are involved.
I want to tell you about Robert Gunn. Bob has Cerebral Palsy and walks with great difficulty. It takes his full
concentration just to keep his feet moving. But he's going
to give it all he has. His dad thinks he might be equal to
3 miles. There is a lot of money riding on him. Some of
my own. I love this brave young soul dearly.
Publicity for the Toronto Walkathon, named Miles for
Morals, has been carried by radio, newspaper and television. When the kids were asked, "Why are you doing
it?" they gave their Statement of Philosophy. Excerpts
follow.
INVOLVEMENT
W e believe in "being involved" in the issues of our day.
Although the "establishment" has 'many faults and weak-
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nesses we must operate within the law to effect change. We
reject violence as a means to achieve even the most worthwhile goals.
IDEALISM
W e acknowledge the hypocrisy and phoniness of some of
our society and have dedicated ourselves to values based on
truth and reality.
GENERATION GAP
W e believe that there is a generation gap but we are
determined to help bridge it.
ESCAPISM
W e believe in facing the challenges and problems of life
and not in escaping from reality through drugs or alcohol.
SEX
We believe that sex is good and is a gift of God but that
exploitation of this sacred gift is wrong for it is centered in
self-gratification. W e reject the widespread obscenity and
nudity in our permissive society.
FAITH
We believe that all people are created by God and should
have equal opportunity regardless of race, colour or creed. W e
believe that life has four parts—the mental, the physical, the
social and the spiritual—and that life must have all four dimensions to be complete. We believe that the living reality
of the Person of Jesus Christ invading the personality of the
teenager is the only answer to the guilt, emptiness, and
boredom of modern youth.

I agree with the editor, and am confident you do too.
Teens, we salute you and thank you for your good example.
"May your tribe increase!"
(15)

in Christ missions in Rhodesia and Zambia
from 1945 to 1965. During her term of service
abroad, Miss Hunt was headmistress of the
Macha Girls School (1945-51); headmistress
and teacher at the Mtshabezi Girls School
(1954-57); teacher and librarian at the David
Livingstone Teacher Training College prior
to her return to the States—and Messiah College.
Miss Hunt succeeds the Reverend David P.
McBeth, '52, who has been the Association's
executive secretary since 1964.

College News
Newly Elected Alumni Officers
It is interesting to note that four Brethren
in Christ congregations are represented by the
five recently named officers of the Messiah
College-Upland College Alumni Association.
Paul E. Witter, '43 ( U ) , newly elected president, is a member of the Souderton (Pa.) congregation. First vice president Harold Z. Musser, '57 ( U ) , is a member of the Elizabethtown ( P a . ) , congregation. The Grantham
Church is represented by two officers: Homer
L. Kraybill, '41, second vice president, and
Miss Ruth T. Hunt, '43 ( U ) , executive secretary. Mrs. Glenn H . Hoffman, '57 ( U ) , recording secretary, is a member of ths Palmyra
(Pa.) Church.
Witter, Route 1, Perkasie, is vice president
and controller of the Union National Bank,
Souderton, Pa. He serves the church at the
national and local level. He is married to the
former Gertrude W . Moyer and they have
five sons.
Musser, Route 3, Elizabethtown, is vice
president for the Better Birds, Inc., and
treasurer of the Conoy Investment Company.
His wife is the former Judy Snavely and they
have two children.
Kraybill, who resides in Grantham, is traffic
yard master superintendent for the PennCentral Railroad. He is congregational secretary
for the Grantham church. Married to the
former Mildred Sollenberger, '49 ( U ) , the
Kraybills have two children.

CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Roy J. Musser was ordained on Sunday,
June 15, to the Christian ministry. H e is the
pastor of the Morning Hour Chapel located
near East Berlin, Pa.
On June 22 the Carlisle Brethren in Christ
were hosts to the Niagara Christian College
Choir. This group of thirty-five including their
advisors, presented a program of sacred music
under the direction of Charles Lady.
Sunday, June 15, was a special day at the
Hollowell Church with Judge Eppinger of the
local area speaking in the morning worship
service and The Hetrick family, speaking from
"God's News Behind the News," presenting t h s
program in the evening service. John Schock
is the pastor of this congregation.
The morning worship service of June 1 of
the Air Hill Brethren in Christ Church was
broadcast over WCBG Chambersburg, Pa.
Sunday, June 8, was a time of significance
to the Maiiinsburg, Pa. Church when the new
carpet and furniture were dedicated. Also 21
Christmas bundles were dedicated. On May
11 the mothers of the Martinsburg Church
were honored with a potted flower. The oldest
mother present was Mrs. Irvin Gochenour and
the youngest, Mrs. Joel Stern. The fathers
were honored on Father's Day, June 15, each
being presented with a boutonniere as they
arrived at the church. Guest speakers for
Family week May 4 to 11 were Rev. Vincent
Porte, Christian Psychologist and Bill Shade,
Director of Teen Encounter, York, Pa. These
men were the kick-off speakers for the week.
The Women's Bible Club of the Fairview
Aven.ue Church, Waynesboro, Pa., ended the
season with a salad luncheon. Each Thursday
morning they had prayer time and fellowship
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Ruth T. Hunt, Executive-Secretary, Alumni
Association.
Faithe (Musser) Hoffman, a former elementary public school teacher, is married to
Dr. Glenn Hoffman, '48, a Palmyra physician.
Besides being a housewife and mother of five
children, she is active in the music program
of her church.
Miss Hunt lives o,n the campus of Messiah
College and also serves the institution as appointments coordinator. Prior to coming to the
College, she spent twenty years with Brethren
around the Word of God. One of the excerpts
from statements given by Bible Club members was this: "Studying with Christian friends
has given me strength and a better insight
into many things that has helped me to solve
problems."
ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
Sunday evening, June 1, Pastor Isaac Kanode
of the Hummelstown Church delivered the
Baccalaureate address for the Lower Dauphin
High School. His topic was "I Will Look Up,
Laugh, Love, Lift."
The Hummelstown
Church recently conducted a very significant service when the
final payment of the note on the indebtedness
of the parsonage was burned.
The Manor Brethren in Christ Church, Pa.,
presented a unique Children's Day service
Sunday, June 8. A varied program of recitations, songs and instrumental numbers were
given. This was climaxed with Robert Samuels
presenting his Puppet stories—"Sandy and Her
Friends." Seven young people from the Manor
congregation have accepted summer service
assignments in different parts of the country
and also in Nicaragua.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Rev. Edward Gilmore has accepted an invitation from the Boyle Congregation to serve
as their pastor for a two year term.
Bert Ray Sider will begin a three year term
as pastor of the Puslinch Congregation
in
September.
Port Colbome used the theme of "Vision
and Venture" in celebrating the 30th Anniversary of the "Sunbeam Sunday School"
April 27. Rev. Christian Sider, one of the
early workers, brought the morning message.
CENTRAL C O N F E R E N C E
The McMinnville, Tenn., pastor, Rev. Gerald
Wingert, reports that on April 29 the Varsity

Two Gift Annuities
Messiah College has received two $50,000
gift annuities from retired faculty members
according to President D. Ray Hostetter.
Dr. and Mrs. Asa W. Climenhaga, both of
whom have been affiliated with the college
as teachers for 50 years, gave a residence and
land situated in the central campus area. This
contract is in addition to property and land
given earlier on a gift annuity contract.
Miss Edna Booser, of Elizabethtown, a
faculty member nearly 60 years ago, gave property and securities to complete the contract.
She is a member of the Elizabethtown church.
Faculty Prayer Meeting to Continue
Members of the faculty and college staff
personnel have been meeting each Tuesday
noon during the past academic year to study
God's Word and to pray. This weekly hour of
sharing, led by Mrs. Ruth Dourte, counselor
for college women, has proved of great spiritual benefit. By request of several participants,
the prayer period is currently being continued
under the leadership of College Chaplain
Alden M. Long during the summer months.
Choir from Tennessee Technological University gave a concert in the church. Dr. Richard
Diemer, a minister and chairman of the Dept.
of Sociology and Philosophy at the university,
gave a gospel message with an evangelical
thrust, May 11, concluding the Family Week
activities. Rev. Carl Ulery shared in the services on the weekend of May 17 and 18, showing slides of the various mission fields and
ministering the Word to our group. Rev. and
Mrs. Samuel Lady, parents of Lucille Wingert,
wife of the pastor, attended the morning and
evening worship services at McMinnville, June
1, Rev. Lady ministering the Word. It was the
occasion of Mrs. Wingert's receiving her Master of Arts degree in Education from the University.
The Nappanee Church enjoyed a violinist
from South Bend, Indiana, who played the
prelude, offertory and postlude for the morning worship service Sunday, June 15. Rev and
Mrs. Mervin Brubaker shared in the services
at Nappanee June 22. Rev. Earl Engle is the
pastor of this congregation.
PACIFIC C O N F E R E N C E
The Ontario Brethren in Christ Church: "We
express deep appreciation to the anonymous
donor who presented $7,000.00 toward our
debt retirement. This presentation was made
at the conclusion of our Organ Recital. It
means that our debt will be cancelled about
five years earlier."

Btotki
CLIPPINGER—David Allen, born May 31 to
Mr. and Mrs. William Clippinger, Shermans
Valley Congregation, Pa.
HALL—Rechelle Louise, born April 2 1 to Mr.
and Mrs. Benjamin Hall, Shermans Valley
Congregation, Pa.
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MENGES—Donald Eugene, son of Mr. and
Mrs. Robert Menges, born May 26, Hanover
congregation, Pa.
RHODES—Wayne Robert, born May 26 to
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rhodes, Refton congregation, Pa.

Mfeefot£k§4
EGE-SNYDER—Miss Debra Snyder, daughter
of Mr. and Mrs. Sylvester Snyder, Carlisle, Pa.,
became the bride of Mr. Sidney Ege, son of
Mr. and Mrs. John Ege, Carlisle, Pa., May 17,
1969, in the Carlisle Brethren in Christ Church.
The ceremony was performed by Rev. W .
Winger assisted by Rev. R. H. Wenger.
LEHMAN-GEISER—Miss Arlene Geiser, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Bennett Geiser, Orrville,
Ohio, was united in marriage to Mr. David
Lehman, foster son of Mr. and Mrs. David
Sentz, Hellam, Pa., May 10, 1969. The ceremony was performed by Dr. Leo Keil, uncle
of the bride, assisted by Rev. A. J. Metzler at
the Orrville Mermonite Church.

06Hmt/ue4
MELLOTT—Kenneth Earl Mellott, born F e b ruary 11, 1948, passed away in a Baltimore,
Md., Hospital April 26, 1969, after a lengthy
illness. He was a son of Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Mellott of Needmore, Pa. A member of Shermans Valley Sunday School, he is survived by
his wife and one son at home. Funeral services were in charge of Rev. Earl Lehman and
Rev. Leonard Wright at the Pleasant Ridge
Nazarene Church. Interment in the adjoining
cemetery.
WALKER—George H. Walker was born April
7, 1893 at Orviston, Pa., a son of Harry and
Ella Emenhizer Walker and passed away May
10, 1969 at Marsh Creek, Pa.
He was a member of the Cedar Springs
Brethren in Christ Church. H e accepted the
Lord in Jury 1930 and was baptized and
joined the church in August of that same year.
His wife was the former Carrie Packer Miller
whose death occurred in 1957. Surviving are a
daughter, two sons, two stepdaughters and
two stepsons. Funeral services were held from
the Neff Funeral Home, Howard, Pa., with
Rev. Richard Long and Rev. William Thompson officiating. Interment was in the Summit
Hill Cemetery, Marsh Creek, Pa.
WENGER — Jesse W. Wenger, son of Levi
Wenger and Amanda Smith Wenger, was born
in Montgomery County, Ohio, August 2, 1876,
and passed away May 18, 1969. He was the
second of a family of eight children. Brother
Wenger farmed in the Englewood vicinity and
on January 1, 1899, was united in marriage
to Emma E. Hoover of the same community.
H e was ordained to the ministry in 1904.
They spent a number of years on the African
Mission field. Later they were engaged in
mission work in San Francisco. In 1920 they
moved back to the Englewood community. In
1952 his wife passed away and in July 1955
he was married to Sr. Edna Hoover, her sister.
Brother Wenger always carried a concern
for missions and every phase of the work of
the Church.
He is survived by his widow, one sister, two
brothers and many nephews and nieces, as well
as other relatives and friends.
Funeral services were conducted May 2 1 ,
1969 at the Fairview Church with Rev. Ohmer
Herr in charge, assisted by Rev. Jesse W .
Hoover. The message was given by the present
pastor, Rev. Ralph Palmer. Interment was in
the Fairview Cemetery.
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Frogmore Youth Raise $10,000.00

The present building which houses t h e Frogmore congregation was built in 1890. Now
after nearly eight decades of use this facility
is to be replaced by a new modern structure.
The Youth of the Frogmore congregation
were eager to have a part in the raising of the
$30,000.00 estimated to b e required to build
the new church. With the approval of the
Church Board they sponsored a Walkathon.
They not only had the approval of the
Church Board they had the support of the
community. Publicity was given by the Tillsonburg News and Radio Station CKOT.
So when Saturday morning, April 12,
dawned bright and clear 240 "walkers" were
on hand to walk or at least begin the 25-mile
route to raise funds for the church. The
interest and support of the community is apparent when it is realized that the number
of walkers was ten times the membership of
the congregation and four times the Sunday
school attendance.

Christian Teacher Honored

Mrs. Warren (Kathryn) Heisey is retiring
following forty-five years of teaching in the
public schools.

The walkers ranged in age from two years
(great-grandson of the pastor) to seventy-six
years. Of the 240 who started 128 finished
the twenty-five mile course.
In a "Walkathon" each walker obtains
"sponsors" who will pledge so much for each
mile walked. A walker can secure as many
sponsors as he is able. When the number of
miles a walker has walked is verified the
sponsors donate as they have pledged. It is
reported that the pastor of the congregation,
Rev. Alonzo Vannatter was sponsored at $31.00
a mile. He finished the course. His great
grandson, two years old, walked about a mile
for $145.00.
More than $10,000.00 was raised by this
project bringing the building fund to more
than $23,000.00. A new spiritual warmth and
vitality is being experienced in the congregation and renewed interest by the community.
A brief report on the history of the Frogmore work was given in the March 24, 1968
issue of the VISITOR.

Her early schooling was in the elementary
school at Back Run in Rapho Township where
she has a record of never missing a day. She
is a graduate of Messiah Academy and Millersville State College with graduate work a t
Pennsylvania State University. For the past
fourteen years she was building principal and
sixth grade teacher at the Elm Tree Elementary School.
For sixteen years she served as Junior Superintendent of the Cross Roads Sunday
School. She taught the kindergarten class for
many years and was part of the Bible School
Committee for thirty-five years. She served
as speaker and resource person at Sunday
School Conventions and Family Conferences.
Her husband served in the church program
as a trustee.
Her activities were broad and included participation in the Farm Women's Society,
Christian and Professional Women, and Manheim Central Teachers Association.
Mr. and Mrs. Heisey have one son, Bernell.

Rev. Dale Allison Ordained

The morning worship hour on Sunday, May
18, at the Refton Church was the occasion
for the Service of Ordination of the pastor
Rev. W. Dale Allison to the gospel ministry.
Bishop C. B. Byers, bishop of the Atlantic
Conference was in charge of the service, delivering the ordination sermon and presiding
at the ordination. Rev. Cyrus Lutz, representative of the Ministerial Credentials Board
and pastor of the neighboring Pequea congregation presented the candidate for ordination. Rev. Isaac Kanode, father-in-law of Rev.
Allison, gave the charge. Rev. Rupert Turman,
pastor of the Baltimore, Md., congregation
assisted in the service.
Music was furnished by a ladies quartet of
the Refton congregation. A noon luncheon
was hosted by the Ladies Fellowship in honor
of the occasion.
Rev. Allison is a product of mission work
in Virginia. He was born in Allisonia, Virginia.
H e is a graduate of Messiah College receiving from that institution both his A.B. and
Th.B. degrees.
He served as summer supply pastor to the
Bethel and Farris Mines Churches in Virginia
during the summers of 1964 and 1965. After
two years as Student Assistant Pastor to the
Grantham congregation he came to his present
pastorate in July 1967.

Mrs. Allison, the former Pauline Kanode,
is a daughter of the parsonage, being the
daughter of Rev. and Mrs. Isaac Kanode. The
Allisons have one son; Steven.
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A/ewsiimtA
Report States Americans Have
Always Been a Violent People
"Americans have always been a violent people" who "have been given to a kind of
historical amnesia that masks much of their
turbulent past," according to a special study
made for a commission on violence.
The 350,000-word document said that the
violence has taken various forms and there have
been periods of turbulence worse than the
1960's. The decade, however, was identified as
one of the "most violent," containing forms
"essentially unprecedented in our history."
Issuing the research study was a panel of
scholars named last August by the National
Commission on the Causes and Prevention of
Violence. The commission itself was set up by
President Lyndon Johnson following the assassination of Sen. Robert Kennedy.
The Christian and Christianity Today Dies
One of the oldest and most popular magazines of the evangelical movement in Britain
has ceased publication.
The Christian and Christianity Today, published since 1962 by the Billy Graham Evangelistic Association, was founded in 1859 and
in recent years has been edited by Dr. James
D . Douglas. Neither he nor his staff knew the
journal was about to be halted.
Quaker Pastor Urges Nixon
To Call Conference on Hunger
Dr. E. Ezra Ellis, minister of the Quaker
church President Nixon attended in his youth,
urged the nation's leader to call a "world conference on hunger."
Dr. Ellis also asked the President "to enlist
a million young people to serve in all parts
of the world helping to alleviate hunger and
ignorance through existing or created agencies."
The minister's remarks, which also noted that
world hunger is a growing problem soon to be
acute, were contained in a baccalaureate sermon for the graduating class of Whittier
College, Mr. Nixon's alma mater, held at the
First Friends Church of Whittier.
John Snyder, New Westmont Prexy
Dr. John William Snyder, Acting Chancellor
of Indiana University at Bloomington, has been
named president of Westmont College.
At 45, Dr. Snyder becomes the school's fourth
president, succeeding Dr. Roger J. Voskuyl
who resigned a year ago after 18 years at the
post.
Book to Chronicle Life of Walter Wilson
As the life of famed medical doctor-evangelist
Walter L. Wilson ended in late May, a
book manuscript touching on the high points
of Dr. Wilson's colorful ministry coincidentally
appeared.
To be published by Moody Press, The Beloved Physician was written by Kenneth O.
Gangel, academic dean of Calvary Bible College.
Dr. Wilson died at Trinity Hospital in his
home town of Kansas City, Mo., at 88 of a
stroke, according to his wife, Ruth.
Most Americans Believe
Religion's Influence Waning
Seventy per cent of adult Americans believe
religion is losing its influence on life and only
14 per cent think religious influence is increasing, according to the Gallup Poll.
The statistics were almost directly opposite
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those recorded in 1957, when 69 per cent said
religious influence was going up and 14 per
cent said it was going down.
In 1969, 11 per cent saw no difference in
religious influence, and 5 per cent had no
opinion.
Single President Will Head 2 Seminaries
Dr. Herman J. Ridder has been named
president of the two seminaries maintained by
the Reformed Church in America — Western
Theological Seminary, Holland, Mich., and
New Brunswick (N.J.) Theological Seminary.
Two Degrees Conferred on Larry Ward Cite
Missions, Editorial, Humanitarian Leadership
In recognition of distinguished service in
world missions, evangelical journalism and
Christian education, Azusa Pacific College conferred upon Lawrence Edward (Larry) Ward
the degree Doctor of Humanities in its baccalaureate services at Azusa, California, June 1.
Dr. Ward was the baccalaureate speaker.
Three weeks earlier in Seoul, Korea, famed
Yonsei University honored the peripatetic Vice
President/Overseas Director of World Vision
International with the honorary degree of
Doctor of Laws in recognition of his "distinguished service to the people of Korea."
T. S. Park, president of 85-year-old Yonsei
University, cited Ward as "an able administrator, prolific writer and tireless diplomat."
With more than 5,000 students, Yonsei is
Korea's oldest institution of higher learning.
R. G. LeTourneau Dead at 80
Internationally known manufacturer and
evangelist R. G. LeTourneau died at his home
in Longview, Texas, June 1.
Robert Gilmore LeTourneau was the last of
the five founding fathers of Christian Business
Men's Committee International and a member
of the first executive committee chosen at
CBMCI's initial convention in 1938.
Mr. LeTourneau was the developer and
manufacturer of the world's largest earthmoving machinery. He was also a crusading
evangelist who regularly traveled more than
200,000 miles a year preaching. His motto
was, "God is my partner."
He could be seen dashing around his factories
on a scooter or flying around the globe in one
of his airplanes. The robust, bald industrialist
liked to say that "God is chairman of my board
of directors."
He was a member of the Christian and Missionary Alliance Church.
African Evangelicals Oppose
Collaboration With Catholics
The Nigerian Evangelical Fellowship has
again taken a strong stand against the various
Bible Societies collaborating with the Roman
Catholic Church. The Fellowship met last
month (May) in Ilorin, Nigeria, at the Theological College operated by the Missionary
Church.
"We view with great concern the dangers
inherent in the United Bible Societies' present
policy of collaboration with the Roman Catholic Church.
"The seriousness of this development is emphasized by the fact that the Catholic Church
has not changed its basic doctrines, e.g., those
pertaining to supreme papal authority, the importance of tradition, and unscriptural means
of salvation.
"Furthermore, world leaders of the Ecumenical Movement and the Catholic Church
have repeatedly stated that a wider inter-faith
acceptance of one Bible would be a significant
advance in the realization of the goal of one
world church."

New Chief Justice a Presbyterian
The nation's fifteenth Chief Justice, recently
appointed by President Richard Nixon to succeed retiring Judge Earl Warren, is 6 1 , a native
of St. Paul, Minn., and a member of The United
Presbyterian Church. In his youth he attended
Methodist Sunday Schools in various towns of
Minnesota where he grew up.
•Judge Warren Earl Burger is expected to
take a middle-of-the-road position in business
cases and generally to back the federal regulatory agencies.
Fears African Christians Will
Return to Tribal Religions
Black people in Africa are reverting to tribal
religion trom Christianity, says a returned visitor to the Republic of South Africa.
Mrs. Edith Holland Bryant, who spent four
years there with her husband, a bishop of the
15th Episcopal District of the African Methodist Episcopal Church (A.M.E.), said the
problem of the African black population moving
to tribal religions is one of the most acute
problems facing the A.M.E. church today.
"They are honest, believing and loving people," she said. "But their feeling is they've
been robbed of their own religious heritage."
Mrs. Bryant explained that when Christianity
was first brought to the black people of Africa
they received it openly because of its foundation on principles of love and honesty. But,
because of segregation that still exists, "They
now think it isn't really right and true."
"They really are closing their ears to white
missionaries and I'm of the opinion that in
some places they don't even want to have us
of the A.M.E. Church."
The only hope of Christianity in Africa, Mrs.
Bryant believes, is the indigenous black Christian.
U. S. Congress on Evangelism:
Four internationally known church l e a d e r s Tom Skinner, Keith Miller, Ford Philpot and
Myron Augsburger—will be giving the evening
messages at the U. S. Congress on Evangelism
in Minneapolis, Minn., from September 8-13.
The U. S. Congress, an outgrowth of the
World Congress on Evangelism in Berlin in
1966, will be attended by between 7,000 and
8,000 pastors, laymen and church leaders from
all 50 states.

tJLetter to

Editor

Dear Editor,
We sincerely share in the general concern
with respect to church architecture expressed
by Dr. Wittlinger in the April 21 issue of the
VISITOR. We appreciate his insights from history, and his concepts of the church as the
Church.
We have participated in major building programs at three of our churches, and while we
do not feel that any arrangement of building
or furnishing is particularly sacrosanct, we
have protested the use of anything in design,
decor, furnishing, or accessories which does
not contribute directly to the humble worship
and praise of our Lord. Obviously, we have
not always protested effectively. There are
some among us who are more impressed by
the "worldly wisdom" of architects than by
the necessity for bringing "every thought into
captivity to the obedience of Christ." We need
architects, but they are employed by the congregation, not vice versa.
The sanctuary needs to have strength,
beauty and inspiring simplicity. We do earnestly urge our brotherhood to portray more
carefully the centrality of Christ in our houses
of worship and nurture.
Respectfully yours,
Eber and Ruth Dourte

Evangelical Visitor

Faithfulness or Relevance
(Continued from inside front cover)
May I begin at what seems to me to be a very obvious place. Our roots,
deeper indeed than our "River Brethren Days," go back into a soil of persecution. Our fathers were a minority and were convinced that there would
be few who would find the narrow road and pass through the strait gate.
They happened to believe that those who lived godly would suffer persecution. Our fathers saw in state support of the church not a boon but a
peril and a snare. They believed that the Lutheran union of church and
state; the theocracy of Calvin at Geneva and later in Puritan New England;
and the Establishment in Anglican England were contrary to the New
Testament and had the marks of apostasy.
I wonder if when we as Brethren in Christ become disturbed with the
withdrawal of state support for religion such as Bible reading in the public
schools, Sunday observance laws, and tax exemptions for churches we have
not forgotten from whence we have come and perchance the destiny to
which we have been called.
Another reason that we are better prepared is that the church of the
decades ahead will be a believers church. The spirit of the years ahead
will militate against the nominal church member. The social prestige which
has accompanied church membership will have long since gone. Family
tradition which has kept many names on church rolls and even in church
pews will be engulfed by the secular tide. The church of the future will be
a committed fellowship or there will be no church.
Our heritage is one of a believers church. We are committed to a
membership for whom the new birth is the means of entrance into the
church. We expect that membership in the fellowship is a result of a mature and knowledgeable decision. We also assume that the membership
covenant is a responsible pledge to take membership in the body of Christ
seriously.
Another reason for hope is that we believe in the Holy Spirit. We take
this part of our confession seriously. We believe that the Spirit calls, convicts, and transforms. We believe that the Spirit gives gifts, produces fruit,
and empowers. We believe that the Holy Spirit guides and directs His
church. Just as the Spirit was present at Pentecost so was the Spirit present
on the road to Gaza; on the rooftop in Joppa; in the council at Jerusalem;
and in the night at Troas.
The church must travel light to be responsive to the leading of the
Spirit. Size may have no relationship to responsiveness but there is the
possibility that the smaller fellowship may have a mobility and a flexibility
that the larger group may not have. The demand of the future is not so
much size but flexibility to the direction of the Spirit.
Part of the church's problem in our day is that there is on the one hand
an orthodox piety that lacks New Testament compassion and love and on
the other hand an activism and involvement that lacks New Testament life.
The present day church either does not know the depth of man's need or
does not know the breadth of God's love. As a result the message of the
church is either too shallow or too narrow.
It may may be that my prejudice is showing. But I believe that the
Brethren in Christ have been bequeathed an understanding of the gospel
that is both deep and wide. We understand the seriousness of man's condition and the provision for man's need. We also are committed to an
understanding of God's love that finds expression in practical acts of mercy
and love to brother, neighbor, and enemy.
This Ninety-Ninth Annual Conference finds us on the threshold of
revolutionary decades at the close of this century. In our desire to be
relevant it is imperative that we remain faithful. Indeed it may be in order
for us to be less concerned about relevance and to be more concerned about
faithfulness. This calls for a searching and a listening to know our unique
calling as a church. This means that our course will not be determined by
what others may do but by what Christ would have us to do.
Z
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This General Conference represents 10,404 of the believers in
Jesus Christ in North America. During 1968 we experienced a net
increase in this membership of 201 persons.
What does this signify? We expect that at least 201 persons
experienced new life in Christ. They were transformed. The dimensions of spiritual living emerged. Homes were changed. Communities were effected. Names were written in heaven.
Thank God for these facts of spiritual advance. One person born
into the family of God is cause for a victory celebration in heaven
and in the church. However it dare not breed self satisfaction. A
glance at the grotesque need of our cataclysmic world destroys
complacency.
We must accelerate our witness for the Lord Jesus. Last year
50 members averaged a net increase of one person. What a shocking comparison with the New Testament Church!
Could this ratio be increased to 20 to 1? A growth rate of 5%?
If this was consistently maintained we would number nearly 15,000
persons for Christ by the end of 1974.
For the past ten years our growth has averaged 2.9%. In 1957
it was 5.3%. Is it realistic to expect God to sustain this among us?
The report from India indicates 75 baptisms largely among the
Santals and Uraons, and adds this significant comment; 'These
people continue to carry on an intensive lay witness ministry." This
must become true of every Brethren in Christ congregation in
North America!
No one but the Spirit of God can bring this to pass. Brethren,
we must humble ourselves before God, confess our neglect and
experience the purifying and energizing of the Divine Spirit. There
is no substitute!
We need a renewal of participatory Christianity. Every believer
a person of prayer, of witness and of power. Growth is innate within our new life in Christ.
From this General Conference, throughout the congregations
of the brotherhood—let God build His church through you!
Bishop Roy V. Sider
Moderator
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